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To THE AUTHOR OF the 



t •« 



LETTER 



To Mr. B U X T O N. 



: s I R, : 

llfSyt^AD I been fo fortunate as to 
p5 H SP have feen your Letter at its firft 
ht^^:^ appearance in publick, I fhould 
long^ fince have done myfelf the honour 
of returning you thank« for the entertain- 
ment it afforded me, and of congratula- 
ting you upon the fame you have acquired 
by fo ingenious and elaborate a perform- 
ance. By this. Sir, we find, that in you 

A alone 
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alone is centered all the united force of 

•■ « « ■ 

genius of the greateft men of antiquity : 
The accurate reaibning of an ArUlotle^ 
the imagery of a Plato^ the irony of a 
3ocrate^ . and the thundering eloquence 
of a Demoflhenes. 

But the talent which I would chiefly 
chufe to dwell upon is irony. A talent 
feldom feen ia any great, degree of per- 
fe&ion, but which ihines forth in you 
with the greateft luftre^ A t^ent . you 
have fo happily exerted^ as not only to 
perfuade the friends of Sk Ai. Wodehoufe 
and Mr, de Grey^ that you were the iin- 
ce^ well- wifher to^ and defender of tfaeit 
caufe, but even to deceive the Candidates 
themfelves into the fame belief, at the 
very time you were eicerting all the pow- 
ers of reaibn, and all the brilliancy of 
imagination to burlefque and fatirize tbtm 
and their friends^ and to defend the fen^^ 
. tiaients^ promote the jlntereft, andcele*- 

brati 
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« 

brate tKe worth of Sir Edward Afiley and 
Mr. Ceke. A conduift fo mentorrous, a 
plan fo adniiraibly defigned, £) happily 
executed, and in its confequences {o preg*> 
nont with benefit to the new candidates, 
cannot fail of entitling you to their belt 
thanks^ and of fecuring to you their ever- 
lafting gratitude. 

Whoever is converfant with party wri- 
" tings muft be fenfible> that fulfonle pane- 
gyrics and flattering encomiums, always 
injure the party they are intended to ferve, 
and that unjuft rdletftions and falfe invec- 
tives always y^v^ the party they are de- 
; figned to injure. You, Sir, to avail your-* 
• felf of this circuniftance, artfully chofe 
the pleafing mafk of irony ; by means of 
which, you have with the utmoft happi- 
nefs, commended widi cenfure, and Sati- 
rized' wirfi praife. 

Evident, however, as this point appears 
to me^ many there are fo infatuated with 

A 2 envy 
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envy, or mifled by prejudice, that they 
would rather fuppofc you ferious than lu- 
dicrous, though the former fuppofition 
would ftanip your name with an indelible 
dilgrace, aiid the latter would adorn your 
brow with never-jFading laurels. For up- 
on the one fuppofition, how could they 

ever vindicate you from the guilt of run- 
ning into idle deetamation^ puerile conceits^ 
mean evqfionsy difikgenuous djjertions^ evi-^ 
dent mifreprefentationsy and manifejl contra^ 
diStions I Whereas upon the other, it is 
plain, that theie are not to be confidered 
as the faults of an ignorant writer, but 
as the beauties of an artful ene, who in- 
troduced them only to colour the pretence. 
oi fer'ving a caufe, which it was his in- 
tention to betray. 

To eftablifh this pofition is the defign of 
my entering the lifts ; and confcious of the 
reftitude of my intentions, fearlefs of all 
opponents, I fliall boldly eredt my ban- 
ner of DEFIANCE. * 

. • Vide (in the Tablets of the Memory) Mr. dc Grey's 
fpeech. 
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So confident am I of the truth of the 
pofition I have advanced, that I dare even 
to venture the eftablifhment of it upon the 
propf which your firft paragraph affords. 
For you tell us there, that you efteem and 
reverence Mr. Buxton as a gentleman of 
Jalid judgment J dijiinguifhed integrity 9 and 
inflexible honour. Yet in your 2 2d page 
you direftly contradiSl this, by telling us,- 
that this gentleman has, <fby forfaking Sir 

A. Wodehoufe and Mr. de Grey) forjaken 
the caufe of virtue and of honour^ If 
then we were to fuppofe you meant the 
latter fentence ferioufly^ yOu would* b« 
guilty of the abfurdity of faying, that Mf ♦ 

B. is at the fame time a man of distin*- 
GUisHED INTEGRITY, and a man who 
HA5 LOST HIS INTEGRITY, a man of 
INFLEXIBLE HONOUR, and yct a mw 

Whofc HONOUR is FLEXIBLE, 

* 

Can any one. Sir, who believes you ca- 
pable of writing common fenfe, believe yoi* 

A 3 could 
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could wrftefuch a glaring contradiElion as 
this, did they not know that you only 
meant to expofe the abfurdity pf thpfc who 
blamed Mn B. or any other gentleman, 
forforfaking Sir. A, Wodehoufe or Mr. dc 
Grey* 

* 

But this contradiftion, admirable as it 
is, is not the only one you are content to 
afford us in this paflage. For if Mr. Bux- 
ton, (as you yourfelf allow us) has a foli^ 
judgment to diftingtiijh who are bad repre- 
fentatives, and who are likely to make 
good ones ; , if he ha$ diftinguijhed integrity 
and infexible honour to aft in confequence 
of the determination of his judgment ; let 
the moft unlettered mind determine, whe- 
thor the only inference you could mean to 
draw,, be not, that the gentlemen whom 
Mn B. has forfaken are improper, and that 
Sir Edward Aftley and Mr. Coke are like- 
ly to. make proper reprefentatives of this 
County. 

You 
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Youtdl us next, ''that the principal 
'' thing always to be attended to, is, the 
" preiervatjon of the public peace, and 
«' that nothing fb eflfedually deftroy xht 
«' public peace as a contefied eledion/' 
What an admirable ridicule have you here 
given us of the popular argument for th^ 
old members, which under a pretence of 
preferving the peace, would dcftroy the 
liberty of the county. For might not one 
as well fuppofe, you would feriouily aflert 
that there is no difference between a re- 
f refhing deep and a lethargic flumber, as 
that you would feriouily confound all dif- 

tindtion between public peacb and 
PUBLIC HAPPINESS. Had you been ie- 
rious, and had you even never read any 
other hiftory but that of our own nation, 

would you net have faid ? That the prin^ 
cipal thing always to be attended to is the 
PUBLIC HAPPINESS, though the atten- 
tion to this, fhould even for a tim^ 

PESTROY the PUBLIC PEACE. But die 

pubUe 
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public peace, which the adherents to Sir 
A. Wodehoufe and Mr. de Grey have done 
you the injuftice to think that you fay 
cugl}t always to be attended tOy you tell us 
in cxprefs words immediately afterwards, 
ought not always to be attended to. ** For 
/' when the reprefentatives of any place 
ai^e negligent of the important truft 
committed to them," or when they are 
found incapable of difcharging it, in ei- 
ther of thefe cafes (you tell us) " it is the 
•^ duty of every honeftman to exert himfclf 
*^ with vigour in oppofing the re-eleftion 
*^ of fuch uriworthy^ members." How 
plainly here do you dif cover what is the 
party you really mean to ferve ! And how 
extraordinary muft have been the fafcina- 
tion which could prevent Sir Arminc and 
• his colleague from feeing it, when you 
make ufe of the very argument to juftify 
* oppofition, which the friends of the new 
candidates have fo frequently urged in 

' tiieir own juftiikation, and which can ne- 
ver be refuted. 

Now 



\ 
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Now Sir, (to ufe one of your own beau- 
tifur methods of tranfition) we attend you 
to Ireland, where like 

A fecond Thgjnas , or at once 
To name them all, another Duns 

• 

Having made a moft curious diftindtion be- 
tween bnds ^nd MOTIVES of Adlion, yoa 
proceed to confider. the meafures of our 
party, or rather the meafures oifome few 
individuals. Candidly and yet at the fame 
time fatirically hinting, (that as the leaders 
on both fides are anfwerable for the conduit 
of cv try Jingle adherent) how much Sir 
A, Wodehoufe and Mr. de Grey have to 
anfwer for. Archly reminding them of the 
fpirit of their party, and the vigour oi their 
meafures, in the removal of a certain amia- 
ble and refpedablc Nobleman frpm his at- 
tendance upon his Majefty. 

You talk next with great beauty of lan- 
guage, oi petulant and illiberal calumny^ of 

Lord 
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Lcrd ^ownjhendy of Torrents, and of dirty 
ftreams difemboguing through bis Lordjhip 
upon Mr. de Grey, and blotting his fair 
cbaraSler with the deepefi Jable. The jfer- 
nejs of the colouring here is undoubtedly 
very confpicuous upon any iuppofition^ but 
I defy the acuteft critic to tell me the de^ 
Jign of the piece without the aid of my hy- 
pothefis* For you yourfelf aik, •• what 
<« has Lord Townfhend to do with us and 
^ our reprefentatives ? What then can bcf 
your meaning ? But that the fair charaftcr 
of Mr. de Grey is blotted with the deep- 
eft fable, which everfticks to a reprefenta- 
tive^ who owes all his fupport as a candidate 
for the houfe of commonsy to a member of 
the houfe of lords. This hypothefis clears 
the whole. 

So the pure limpid ftream when foul 
with ftains 

Of rufhing torrents, and defcending rains. 

Runs itfelf clear, and as it runs, refines. 

Till by degrees the floating mirfor 

ihines. From 



From Ireland we attend you to St. An- 
drew's Hall on the day of nomination, 
where you almoft entirely drop the mafk> 
and fpeak, (pardon me if I fay) almoft too 
plainly that you went to fupport the nomi- 
nation of the new candidates. For you 
tell Mrv Buxton expreflly, **That the firft 
*' thing that appeared worthy of notice 
*< at leaft on your Part, (i. e. worthy of 
*« Mr. Buxton's notice,) was Sir William 
^' Harbord's fpeech.*' 

Now let coihmon fenfe determine, whe* 
ther a friefid of the old members would 
have paffed over their Speeches with fuch 
contemptuous filence? Nay not only pafs 
them by in lilence, but affert by implication 
that they were not worthy of Notice. How- 
ever prudence might have did:ated filence 
in refpeft to Sir Armine's, can it ever be 
fuppbfed that the fame condud would have 
been obferved by a friend in relation to 
Mr. de Grey's ? No, this is afubjed: which 

would 



( H 

would have fired the coldcft breaft, and fcr- 
tilifed the moft fteril genius. Admiration 
hcrfelf would have ceafed to be dumb^ and 
eloquence would have flowed fpontaneoufly 
from her lips. Hed you been difpofed to 
praife it, I conceive that you would have 
faid,— — " It was fuch an oration as I defy 
** the moft bigotted admirers of the antient* 
** to produce its equal. In it was united 
**the copioufnefs of a Cicero with the 
** ftrength of a Demofthenes. An oration 
** which for roundnefs of periods, juftnefs 
** of reafoning, beauty of its tropes, tod 
'* aptnefs in fimilitudes was (to ufe the ex- 
•^ preflion of Theobald) fuch an one ag 
** none but itfelf can be its parallel. But let 
** me not in the warmth of my encomiums 
*'on the oration forget the orator. His 
^^ manner was as admirable as his fpeech 
<« was inimitable. Such was the fpeech and 
^« fuch the manner as would not have diigra- 

<* ced Leo' s Alexander or Brown's Bariarq/fa 
** A fpeech which unfortunately not being 

f' couimitted to writing we cannot fay of it 

^uo4 
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quod nee Jovts Ira nee tgne^ 
Nee poterat ferruniy nee edax abolere Vetujlas. 

<< Yet wc will be bold to fay that it muft for 
\ <* ever remain indelibly imprinted on the 

•* minds of the' audience. For can it ever 
** be forgot, when the orator with his arm 
** wielded aloft told us he would boldly ereft 
«* his Banner of Defiance, can it I fay ever 
^* be forgot, how the new candidates and 
. " their friends fhrunk back affrighted. 

*' Juft fo have I feen a hen with her tender 
** brood ftepping into a barn to peck the 
<* threfhed corn, ftruck with difmay 
<« hurry back, when (he beheld the flail 

*< of the husbandman brandiflied on high." 

t • ' . . 

\ ■ 

• Having now paid a juft tribute of praife 
to Mr. de Grey's oratory, I am ready to ac- 
company you in an examination of the 
fpeech of Sir William Harbord, that vene- 
rable veteran in the caufe of liberty, that 
refpedable father of as refpeftable a fon. 
But here Sir I Ihall imitate your quadruple 

divifion 



divifion, of Sir William's fpeech, and 
make a quadruple Divifion of this part 
of your letter. Firft, your fattre againft 
Mr. de Grey alone. Secondly, againft Sir 
A. Wodehoufeand Mr. deGrey together. 
Thirdly y againft Sir Arriiine alone. Fourthly, 
your encomium upon Sir Edward Aftley, 
and Mr. Coke. 

You begin your examination of Sir Wm. 
Harbord's Ipeech with great pleafantry, 
telling us ironically, that Sir William faid, 
that Mr, de Grey was upon the Deceafe of 
the late Lord Townfhend, " nominated no-* 
€^ body knows howj and eleSied by , nobody 
knows wbomJ' Intimating with the mod 
exquifite humour and the moft biting fa- 
tire, that it is but too well knowny by wbom 
Mr. de Grey, was at that time nominated^ 
and by whom he was eleSled -, viz. by a JuN* 
TO of a FEW Families, I beg pardon, 
I jthould have faid, a few noble fami-* 
lies. Then after ironically eelebrating 
Mr. de Grey as a great general, for taking 
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a tovm which could not rcfift, you humour-- 

oufly tell us, not that Mr, de. Grey was on 

the death of Lord Townfliend eleSled witb^ 

wt oppofition^ which is literally true; but 

that he was. approved of and ^leSled by the 

united Voice of the County, which you 

know to be falfe^ But which indeed you 

introduced with great Art, to recall to the 

remembrance of the friends of the new 

candidates, the disgust, which the ma« 

JORITY of the county fhew upon that oc- 

cadon, at having a Gentleman known but 

t6 very few forced upon them, becaufe 

they had not time for an opposition. 

But the concluding ftroke of your fatire 

on Mr. de Grey is the fined of any, it is 

indeed the climax of the whole. I mean 

the motto you have chofen for that Gentle- 

man's ftandard, detur biGNioRi; taking 

only the comparative degree between hina 

and his coUegue, but leaving Xh^fuperlative 

■ * 

DETUR DiGNissiMis, as a dcvice for Sir 
Edward AiHey and Mr. Coke. 
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In your fatire upon Sir A. Wodehoufc 
and Mr. de Grey together you feem to have 
outdone in facetioufnels your own outdo- 
ings. For what you have faid in anf- 
wer to the diflike the true friends of Liber- 
ty have taken to fee the Militia uniting as 
one body in elections, amounts to this; that 
Militia Colonels are much too barmlefs a fet 
of gentlemen, to put us in any danger by 
unjheathing their Swords. 

We come now to your fatire on Sir A. 
Wodehoufe alone. But great as I eftpem 
your merits as a writer, impartiality obliges 
me to obferve that here you do not feem 
to have preferved your ufual Ipirit of irony. 
For it is not fufficiently evident at firft fight, 
that Sir W. Harbord's Objection to Sir Ar- 
mine, was not, as yoM feem to fay, *^ that 
*« he hzd Jerved us too long in Parliament, 
** and that an honour of this nature ihould 
*• not ht hereditary in a family/' but, that 
he had been too long in Parliament without 

ferving usy and that a truft of this kind 

fhould 
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fliould not continue in a Family, when, it 
has ceafed to be an honour. It mull: be con- 
fefled indeed, that a little reflexion would 
teach us, your meaning could be no other 
than what I have explained it. For had 
yon ferioujly meant what you feemed to fsiy, 
and had you been really the Friend of Sir 
A . Wodehoufe, can we fuppofe that you 
would have neglefted this fair opportunity 
of enumerating the important fervices 
which he has conferred upon this County 
in particular^ and his Country in general^ 
and the effulgence of honour which he 
has refledled upon his noble anc^ftors. 
Had you, I . fay^ been really the friend of 
Sir Armine, this you had certainly done^ 
inftead of praiiing the virtues of his an- 
ceftors 700 years ago. 

You are too well read in poetry, not to 
remember. 
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They that on glorious anceftors enlarge. 

Produce their debtj inftead of their difcbarge^ 

^ ^ ^ ^ % % ^ «««^^ 

If virtues at his noble hands you crave. 
Bid him not raife his fathers from the grave; 
To (land for fame on his forefathers feet. 
By heraldry proved valiant or difcreety 
Men fhould prefs forvirard in fame's glorious 

chace. 
Nobles look backward and fo lofe the race. 

But it will perhaps be faid, that you 
have mentioned the fervices done us by Sir 
Armine, and the honour he has acquired 
by refufing honours. You do indeed tell 
us, that inftead of Sir William Harbord's 
urging Sir Armine's long reprefentation as 
a reafon for difcharging him, •* if vt^ould 
** have been moire generous (plainly im- 
«* plying .that you do not think it would 
^< have been more jujij to havcv held him 
*« up to his conftituents, as a man grown 
" old in their fervice, as a man who for 
*^ more than thirty years has executed this 

** important 



> 



[ tl ) 

* important trufi with unwearied attention j 
^ difinterejied fidelity y and unbiajfed honour ; 

* unplaced, unpenfioned, unennobled -, no 

* minifierial ducats /welling bis revenues^ 
« no lordly title fluttering in bis ear, nor 
< even a ribband or m fiar glittering in his 
« eyer Tijs indeed you have faid : But 

befides the ludicroufoefs of the* paiTage I 
have already remarked^ does not the whote 
plainly appear both in fiyle and thought, to 
be an excellent banter and ievere farcaftn 
upon the bombafi and fufiian of modem 
panegyrics. For who that is a real friend 
to Sir Armine would talk fo pompouily of 
places, penfions, and nobility ; it can ans- 
wer no other end than to fuggeft the real 
fa5ly not that they have been refufed, but 
that they have never been offered. 

Such a fuggeftion would have bepn an 
^npardonable blunder, if wc fuppofe you 
an adherent, but exquifite art, if we fup- 
pofe you an opponent. 

B2 We 
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* « « 

We now come to the laft head of the 
quadruple divifion. Your encomium on 
Sir Edward Aftley and Mr. Coke. But 
\ire will begin with that part of it which 
relates to Mr. Coke, as that ftands firft in 
your Letter. Of that gentleman you fay 
expreflly, " When we conjider this gentler: 
'* man as honourable in himfelf^ honourable 

^ in his conneSlionSy high in the ejleem of his 
own country y happy in the love of his neighs 
boursj and fecure, of his prefent feat in 
^* parliament y he is defervedly the objeSt of 
** our ejleem.'* If this be not a ftrong 
recommendation of Mr. Coke, I fhould 
be glad t6 be informed what is. Can it be 
fuppofed that a writer can give fuch a charac- 
ter of a candidate, and at the fame time 
objeift to him ? Yet fuch is the glaring 
inconfiftency with which all have charged 
you, who have miftaken your Letter for a 
vindication of the old members, and from 
which nothing can clear you but my fup- 

pofition. 
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pofition. But how implacably envious 
muft they be of your fame, who think 
you could ferioufly mean to objed to a 
gentleman of this charafter, « that iecaufe 
ff he has an eftate of fome thoufands a year 
in another county, befides the hundreds 
«* he has in this at prefent, and kcaufe he 
'( muft one day have the greateft interdl 
tf of any gentleman in this county j tAere- 
** fore it Was ill-judged in him to offer 
'* himfclf a candidate at this time." If 

s^ there be any one who does ROt perceive 

this to be irony at firft view, it is in vain 
for me to attempt to reafon with him, as 
I mxift for ever defpair of convincing him. 
Whoever does not difcern this, muft be as 
blind as one who fhould not be able 

\ tp diftinguifli a ftar of bath metai, 

from one of sterling gold, or he 
muft be as deftitute of comprehenfion, 
as one who ftiould miftake a defpicable pun, 
for a brilliant bon^mot. * 

* See Page 6th of the Letter to Mr. Buxton. 

I 
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I now attend you, Si^» to make one in 
your tete-^a^tete with Mr, Buxton. Be 
not ftartlcd at thia Irifti-cifm. You love 
the Irifli too well for their compliments to 
their Lord Lieutenant, to be difpleafed 
with any thing in their manner. And in- 
deed in this expreffion I profefledly imi- 
tate jfc«r manner as well as theirs. For 
you tell Mr. Buxton, ^* now you are alonc> 
** with him,'* (i, e; when you are writing 
to him in public) /« you will give him your 
" fentiments concerning Sir E. Aftley :' 
which are in effedk, that you honour \\vax 
on account of his family, and efteem him 
for his own intrinfic worth* You add 
likewife, ** that there was a time when 

^* you {hould have rejoiced to fee his inter 
** reft rife in the county, at which time 
^* had he offered himfelf a candidate, 
** probably he would not have been oppofed^ 
** mofi probably be would have fucceeded'^ 
How happy are you Sir, in preferving the 
lame climax in your encomiums, as you 

did 
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lUd in your fatire. For you tell Mn B* 
(in private indeed) that fo great is your 
preference of Sir E, Aftley, to Sir A* 
Wodehoufe or Mr. de Grey, that you 
wifhed him to have been elcdled a reprc- 
fentative of this county, though it could 
not have been efFeiSed, but by the expul- 
fion of one of the prefent members, or by 
the cxclufion of the other. You after- 
wards indeed reaffume the Comic ma&* 
> ;ind fay, ** as Sir Edward refigned his prc- 

^^ tenfiqns t&en^ ought he to reaffume them 
^* now ?" Why not ? If he was refpedlable 
tJben^ is he Icfs Co now ? If his pretenfions 
were jufl at tbat time, are they not equally 
To at this ? Had you a claim on an eflate 
which you did not chufc to profecute y<9iwe 
littk time ago, would you think tbat for^ 
-bearance invalidated your title now F Par- 
don me, if to a man of your quick di(^ 
cernment, I appear too prolix upon fo plain 
a point. Thefc queflions though addrefled 
to you, are only intended for the convic- 
tion 
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tipn of thofe, before wljofe eyes prepof- 
leffion has thrown a mift, which not all 
the dazzling beauties of your compolition 
have yet been able to difpel. 

In the beginning of your next para- 
graph, you tell a gentleman of ** dijiin- 
•^ guij}oed integrity y' that he will perhaps 
make an '^ ungenerous rejieBion^'\ and fay 
Sir A, Wodehoufe, did at that time defert 
Sir E. Aftley, and* that this argument is in- 
deed his fort. Give me leave * to add in 
confirmation of your affertions, that it i^ 
indeed an impregnable fort. You then talk 
with infinite humour of Sir Armine's good 
underftanding in forefeeing difficulties from 
an oppofition to Sir Edward, when (as you 
hadjuft before faid^ *' probably he would 
" not have been oppofed*' And of his can^ 
dour 2irA friendfljip in reprefenting to Sir 
Edward theje bars to hisfuccejsj at a time, 
(when as you had juft before obfervcd) 
** mojl probably he "would have fucceeded^ 

Admirable 

t See Page 14 in the Letter. 
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Admirable burlefque on fuch uncommoii 
friendships arid iM^hfagaciousforefight! 

_• . . . 

You tell us next, that Sir Armir^e wifhcd 
not to embroil himfclf with has kte wor-^ 
thy partner Lord Townfhend. If this wa^ 
really the Fac^, "well might' the indignant 
«' fpirits of his- honeft anceftprs (as you! 
** have happily fuggefted) bttrft from theif 
'^ tombs, andfhakc their venerable heads ttf 
** fee their dieiceodant ftarting ajfide like a 
** broken bowj and become strt instru- 
^'f MEN T in the hands of a T^ownjhend and 
<* a Walfok.^ Sq great is your propenfity 
tQ fatire^ that in the midft of your eneomi- 
ums on Sir Edward, you cannot refraia . 
from difchargin^ the whole artillery of. 
your ^vit on Sir Armine and his friends. 
For. can we fuppofe that a Wodehoufe/ a 
ngme once reverenced and aln\0ft idolized 
b^.all who were wcll-wifhers to th& liberty 
and independency of this county; can we' , 
fuppofe thateverany one of that family vv^ould 

e be 
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i 

te fearful of oppofing the wifhes of a No^ 
blemari, by joining with a Gentleman of /;2* 
dependent fortune^ and what is better' of aii^ 
independent fpir it 9 can we fuppofe that a 

Wodehoufe would thus meanly crouch at 
the foot of nobility, and in one moment 
offer as a facrificeto this glittering idol the 
boafled independency of feveti hundred years? 
Forbid it honour ! Forbid it virtue ! But 
why Sir, muft Lord Townfhend at every 
turn fall under the kfh of your pen ? His 
family, his charafter, is too relpedtable 
to defer ve this treatment. A hd why fhould 
hie be perpetually dragged like a criminal 
into the fcene when you yotirfelf ask wbaf 
has he to do mth us and our eJeSHon? Let 
him I beg enjoy in peace, the pleafiiig tri- 
umph of confcious virtue, the delightful 
refleftion of having contributed to a na- 
tion's happinefs, and the juftly merited a|)-. 
plaufe oi a brave and grdteful people for 
having fecured to them the charter of their 
liberties. Talk of his Lordihip's admini- 

ftration 
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ftration in Ireland, we will break the Qi^Sh 
of fatire, we will iilcnce the tongue of en-^ 
vy».and with one united voice we will hail 

\ bis worth, and revel in his praifes* But^ 
attempt not to blaft the verdant laurels; 
frefh upon hi3 brow, by infinuating that, 
i^.who could thus nobly ftrnggle for the lib^^ 
erty of a country to which he was ^Jir anger ^^ 
would by nominating a reprefentative, de- 

\ fi^<y ^^^. independency of his native county* 
Eorbid it you guardian genius of Britain's 
welfare! Forbid it ye guardian angels of 
t^is once happy ifle ! and let not patriotifm 
flying for ever from, the fight of EngKfh- 
jijien fipd only ^in defiance of Stamp Adls) 

;^ a £>litary exiftence in the wilds of Ame- 
rica. 

I will now Sir^rcturn from thisfeeming 
digreflion on Lord Townfhend, to your af- 
fcrtion, " that notwithitanding what has^ 
^«,been faid. Sir Armine did ^^t thatjime 
^f j^rd?w^to join Sir Edward Aftley." Apdfor 
^e |mtb of this ypu appeal to Sir £dwar4 




^imfelfandMr. Mills. Admirable humour | 
Cjcquifite fatire! For who dpubts Sir Armine's 
reaJine/s to promlfQ onthefe occafions? Wit^ 
Tij&fs that very recent promifejto ^ nobleman in 
a neighbouring county which cannot befor- 
got, and another lefs regent to a gentlemaa 
in this, *' he who does good by ftealth, lad 

blufh to find it fame/* who is very apt to 
let things of this nature flip his memory • 
Indeed in refpedt to Sjr Edward, Sir Arming 
did not fhow a readinefs (as you yourfelf 

hint) but a backwardness to promife, for &t 
laft the promife was not given but extorted^ 
With what delicacy therefore, and yet with 
what flirewdnefs have you vindicated Sir 
E. Aftley for haying no reliance on fuch a 
promife! When the manner oi making it 
(hew fo plainly, that no other dependent 
could be put upon it, but this, that Sir Ar- 
mine would vriih great readinefs promife /# 
ftipport the other party ? 

I now come to the remaining part of the 
difagreeahle task you impofed upon yourfelf." 
I mean the fubjeft of General Warrants, 
But this you- preface with fuch a chara(3cr 

- as 
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J as I hope is the mere coinage of fancy's . 

hrain. I am fure I know no perfon who 
dcferves it. But though I can not judge of - 
the likenefsy I can not ,but admire the beaur^ \ 
7 ty oi the drawing. Ijcarcely ever fawa 

fin^r burlefque on that excellent figure in 
Bathaan Rhetoric the AnticlitHax. Fpr 
you tell us that this Man " unawed by 
confcience" is likewise "unchecked by mo- 
defty/' Amazing ! But what is more afto- 
nifhing ftill, that he is " unfiknced by 
convidlion." A fentence not to be equalled 
for beauty of language by any one I know 
of : not even by th^^t in which you tell us, 
«'a contefted elefticm -occafions the dejiruc^ 
tion oijociety^' but what is to be fure more 
extraordinary ftill, the alienation of friend- 
fhips " and feuds of families." There was 
a gentlema.n fuppofed to havebeen the Au- 
thor of the Pamphlet to which you allude, 
one Richard Merryfellow, Efq; but one to 
whom your charadler is by jio means ap- 
plicable. A man who has much wity but 

too 
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tM little difcretlon. One who hsLS talents 
fufficicnt to adorn the Aeji fubjcas, and to 
make even the worfi of fome confequerice. 
But who has (except in a few cafes) befen 
fo unfortunate in his choice of JubjeSls^ 
tba^ our fmtlet are frequently mixed with 
p<^in% ^nd our admiration witJi difgujl. 

As to the fubjeft of General Warrants^ 
on whjch you have written fo much^ I fhall 
fay very little. For you have with great 
plealantry repeated again the arguments 
which have been pillaged from the.Annuv 
al Regifter, which have ]^a a$ conftantly 
refuted as they have been frequently urged ; 
Intimating by this happy flrpke of ^rt that 
nothing can be faid in defence of thofe 
who^ did not vote them to bf illegal. Vou 
likewife happily hint, that as Mr. 4e Grey- 
was not a Member of the houfe when the 

■ ■ * 

queftion of the illegality of General War- 
rants was debated, ht could have no other 
reafim for the Defence of a vote he did nai 

giva 
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gke, but that h.th obliged to defend the yote« 
of a certain per/on in another boufe as weU 
as his own. But the finifliing ftroke of your 
latyrical defence of Sir A. Wodehoufe and 
Mr. de Grey upon this fubjedt, is, your de- 
claration that they readily allow that gene- 
ral warrants are illegal and unconftitutional, 
and yet that they would have had an a£l of 
parliament i^zStd. to have made them fo. If 
any man can be bold enough to aflert thatiii 
defiance of common fenfe^you feriouily in- 
tended this argument as a defence of the 
oldm^tobers, I will giveup the Poihtlhave 
Been labouring to eftablifh. But furely 

or blmded by envy, muft acknowledge that 

Having now Sir clearly proved that you 
are «. enemy, hnt^ friend to the prefent L 
poEtion, that yoti do not prefer Sir ArJ.. 

^^^^H^^^Mr,deGrl^.J;,tZZ 

Jifiley 
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*Afi]ey and Mr. ' Coke, that you arc not ti]fe' 
ckfender feiit the opponent oi thofewho voted 
for General Warrants, — Having piroved, 
that what has. been miftaken'in your Letter , 

foxjaitre is rgalLy praife^ and what has been I 

miftakeh fbr/^r^//^', is Ytiliyfatire, that what 
has been thought hiirlefque, was intended as 
y^r/<?//^j and what has been thought ferioui 
was in^giif^e^ as bufhfque *, — haviqg proved 
,that sill youx. declamation is reafoningyznd all 
your jeafpntng is declamation , that all your 
leeming cohtradi£iions are conjiftencies^ andt i 

all yoUi; ieeihing conjijiencie's are contradic-^' ^ 

tionsy th^.£qur. feeming mifreprefentation^ 
are^^j, apd your ijbeming y^^^j* are mifre- 
prefentationsy that what appear to be mcan^ 
evajiohs are indifputabl'e truths, and what ap- 
pear to he indijputahle truths are mean ^^- 
Jions \ — :having proved theie points, I now 
leave you to. the full enjoyment of the good 
wifhes of the party you have fo eminently 
ferved, and to the pofleffion of the fame 
you have fojuftly merited. 

I am Sir, 
With the greateft efteem and refpedl. 
Your rtioft obliged, 

and moil obedient 
humble Servant* 
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